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Peace Education-Pedagogy and Practice

Good afternoon. Thank you to Val McCall for the invitation to join you today. I am deeply appreciative of the opportunity to be participating in a conference whose theme is Education for Sustainable Development.

 I will first talk about the whole idea of peace education, how we define it and some associated concepts, then speak about the UN Decade for Culture of Peace and its relationship to peace education, and conclude with some brief remarks about the work of Pax Educare, a center for teaching peace that we founded two years ago in Hartford. UNESCO has listed peace education as one of the key action themes for the Decade for Sustainable Development. 

Let me talk now in a little more depth about peace pedagogy. What is peace education? Simply put, peace education is the pedagogical effort to create a world at peace. Peace education has both philosophical and process components. The process involves teaching the skills, attitudes and values associated with a world where caring, affirmation and “enough for all” are goals. The philosophy teaches nonviolence and love, along with reverence for the environment and for all of life. Peace in this context is more than the absence of violence. Peace in its most positive aspects embraces ideas of justice for all, environmental sustainability, and the eradication of those structures that are at the root of insecurity-including poverty, hunger, malnutrition and lack of access to clean water. 

The word “education” comes from the Latin word “educare”, to lead out. Peace education seeks to draw out from people their instincts to live more peacefully with others. This also implies working peacefully from within, that is, transforming society, beginning within each individual. Peace education seeks to build on the philosophy and the processes (skills) of nonviolence to help people understand the role that violence and conflict play in their lives and helps to find ways to transform them. 


Peace education assumes that conflict is ubiquitous, that it should not be avoided, but addressed in ways that promote understanding, tolerance and transformation. Conflict is necessary to produce both individual and social change. The role of peace educators is to point out both the value of and the risk of conflict and social change. Gandhi’s satyagraha pointed the way to a different manner of people being with each other in colonial India. His followers were willing to submit themselves to the violence inflicted upon them by the British, believing that through their suffering and nonviolent resistance they could win the hearts and minds of their opponents.  Martin Luther King applied Gandhi’s principles to issues of civil rights in the United States. Nonviolent strategies can sometimes, in the short run, produce violence, such as what happened when blacks and whites who sat together at the lunch counters in the South were beaten and jailed. The goal, however, of nonviolence is long-term transformation through the application of its principles. 

Peace education gives students of all ages, youth and adults alike, the skills to become active peacemakers. Peace education:

· Appreciates the richness of the concept of peace

· Addresses fears

· Provides a futures orientation

· Teaches peace as a process and a philosophy

· Promotes peace as a concept alongside justice

· Promotes the care and love of the Earth and respect for life

· Teaches nonviolence as a way to settle differences

Peace education in practice varies throughout the world, from culture to culture. What the pedagogy and activities have in common is the idea of transforming conflict into something positive and sustainable so that our world will continue to grow and flourish. In short, peace education seeks to make and build peace through pedagogy. 

What makes up a peace curriculum? Particularly in western cultures, peace education can include any or all of the following: an understanding of the causes of violence; knowledge of the military and defense structures used to keep the peace; an understanding of world order, including the United Nations system; the role of citizen participation, including NGOs and grass-roots initiatives; the growing movement for restorative justice; the skills of listening and dialoguing, and the importance of nonviolence as a way of being. 

An educator teaching peace will use conceptual elements of both the philosophy and the processes to structure both the formal curriculum and the more informal “hidden” curricula, such as the classroom climate, tolerance and respect for one another and those “teachable moments” that can transform classroom interactions and learning. Students must be reached “where they are”, as not all students will be at the same place with regard to their understanding of peace.

Elise Boulding, often called the “mother” of peace research,  has written that there are certain characteristics that optimize young people growing up to be peacemakers, those who will “seek to shape their societies toward peace”. The inputs are interlocking and include: genetically determined blueprints, maturational processes, cognition, modeling and reinforcement, knowledge stock, cultural values and beliefs, family influence, peer group, the media and community, and important socializing role models including family, teachers and mentors. Boulding places great import on the role of human models for peacemaking.  

The environment in which a student learns is very important. Teachers have a crucial role to play in creating learning spaces conducive to peacemaking and peacebuilding, developing the seeds of compassion and nonviolence. In 1937 Maria Montessori said that “our hope for the future lies not in the formal knowledge the adult can pass on to the child, but in the normal development of the new man”, with apologies for the dated and sexist language. 

These contemporary, western views on peace education reflect the evolution of the concept from the beginnings of the current peace research movement, beginning in the 1940s and 1950s. Early on, peace education was seen as the process of propagating the findings of peace research, which began in the decades following World War II, with the establishment of various peace research institutes. 

However the roots of peace education in the United States go back much further, to the work of nineteenth century women reformers such as Jane Addams and Fannie Fern Andrews. The International Peace Research Association (IPRA), founded in 1965 and its North American counter-part, The Consortium on Peace, Research, Education and Development (COPRED), founded in 1970, were both an outgrowth of work done by the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, founded by Jane Addams. Both IPRA and COPRED were founded as linking and connecting organizations, two key conceptual elements in educating for peace.

These later ideas of peace education, including its relational and transformational potential, arose partly as a result of the women’s movement and its influence on the field of peace studies. Feminists in the US were concerned, during the 1970s and 80s, about the emphasis in the peace movement, largely dominated by males, on the technical aspects of the arms race, to the neglect of the more human and personal consequences of violence, including violence toward women. Peace began to be seen as including essential concepts of relationships, intra-personal, inter-personal and inter-global. Different ways of looking at connectedness and its relationship to nurturance, and women’s ways of processing cognition and morals provided the groundwork for the work by such peace thinkers as Elise Boulding, Betty Reardon, Birgit Brock-Utne and Sara Ruddick. 

Thus peace education, in its holistic sense, includes not only skill building and philosophical principles, but, in addition, it cannot be separated conceptually from the whole idea of networking and connecting like minded people in mutually productive, constantly interacting processes of teaching and learning. 

The Founding of Pax Educare

Building on the principles of peace education, and on the idea of the power inherent in grass-roots people’s movements,  in the fall of 2002, we founded Pax Educare, the CT Center for Peace Education, whose mission is to “link families, educators and community practitioners to partnering opportunities and resources in order to promote the processes and skills needed to build a more peaceful world”. We accomplish our mission through sponsoring and facilitating networking activities, maintaining a research and lending library, publishing a newsletter, consulting to schools, religious and community groups and offering workshops and opportunities for dialogue. We seek to answer the question: “how do we educate for a more peaceful tomorrow?”, believing that education has the power to ultimately shape the world to come. We seek to educate toward peace “from cradle to grave”. We believe education in informal settings: family and community, for instance, is as important in building peace as is formal schooling. 

Our activities have been as varied as helping to start a student resource center at a Hartford middle school, where the skills of conflict resolution are taught, to sponsoring monthly discussions, to holding a film series on peace themes, to consulting on peace resources for a recent Martin Luther King Day venue, where 2 of our videos were used. We speak to audiences such as ours today when we can, to try and engage in dialogue. Much of what we do is to help get folks to resources they need, be it to connect with other organizations or individuals, or to find a certain item. We are small and grass-roots, relying chiefly on donations for our operating budget. We hope to stay that way. We are a staff of 1, with greatly appreciated help from a part-time student intern and from dedicated volunteers. We believe that we offer a service that is not duplicated in the state of Connecticut: a peace resource center whose mission is education. I am happy to talk with your further about the work we do. 

Thank you again for this opportunity to speak to you. 

