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Today I am going to talk with you about peace education and its importance to us at this particular time in our nation’s and world history. For, as Maria Montessori said decades ago “making peace is the task of education, all politics can do is keep us out or war”. I find all too often, in my interactions with people, that finding hope in these bleak times is hard. At times it is hard to find ways of overcoming the darkness of fear, itself fueled by forces that capitalize on war. Yet hope is essential to building a better world. And….hope abounds. 

Peace education rests on two assumptions: that conflict is everywhere and that there are ways to transform it. Peace education can be explained as both a philosophy and a process, including essential ideas of peace and educational practices which help to foster it. Peace education is visionary and inherently moral. 


We are now in the mid-point of the current Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence as designated by the United Nations General Assembly, under a signed manifesto by all of the living peace Nobel laureates. The appeal of the Nobel laureates to the heads of state in 1998 asked that “nonviolence be taught at every level in our societies to make the children of the world aware of the real, and practical meaning and benefits in their daily lives:. As originally outlined by a UNESCO initiative, the inherent role of education in moving the world toward peace is an important one. The principles of a Culture of Peace include us mobilizing not against enemies but to build mutual understanding, democratic processes to replace vertical and hierarchical power structures, free flow of information, cultures traditionally defined by male dominance to be replaced by cultures based on power sharing and to empower women and women’s cultures as centers of peacebuilding, and cooperative ecological sustainability. : There are thousands of peace activities going on all over the world, both large and small. These do not make the news. As we know, violence makes headlines all too often. A colleague of mine, David Adams, formerly Director-General of the UNESCO manifesto, is currently collecting data on all of these initiatives and has compiled a major report on a Global Movement for a Culture of Peace.  This report is available online. 


Modern violence plays no favorites in its manifestations in various social, cultural, familial and political arenas. The very nature of war has changed drastically over the course of the twentieth century. Many of us may come from homes, communities and nations in which they may have been repeatedly exposed to violence, as witnesses or as victims. 


As Mahatma Gandhi has stated: “If we are to reach real peace in the world we must begin with the children”. We must all become educators who will,  in turn, learn the basic philosophical and pedagogical underpinnings of educating toward a more hopeful world. Peace education is defined as the pedagogical efforts to create a better world. The philosophy of peace education teaches love, nonviolence, compassion and reverence for the environment and for all of life. The processes of peace education include empowering people with the skills of conflict resolution and with the knowledge to help create a more safe and sustainable world. Peace education involves care, compassion and concern-concern for oneself, for others and for the earth. 


The word “education” comes from the Latin word “educare”, to lead out. Peace education seeks to draw out our instincts to live more peacefully with others. This also implies working peacefully from within, that is, transforming society, beginning with each one of us. 


What do we mean by peace? As European peace educator Magnus Haavelsrud has said: “Education for peace assumes peace in education”.
 In its negative sense, peace implies the stopping of violence. This does not mean that this is negative approach but that peace as seen in this context is the absence of something, namely conflict and violence. In its positive sense, peace involves adopting standards of justice, living in balance with nature, providing enough food, shelter and clothing for all of the world’s people and offering meaningful participation to citizens within their governments. Peace as a concept can motivate the imagination. Peace in its most positive light involves respect and awe for life and for the dignity of each individual. 


John Dewey’s philosophical ideas involved concepts of peace education. Maria Montessori’s conceptual ideas also heavily favored educating toward a world of peace. So, what does peace education look like?  Here are some concepts embedded within peace education:

Human Rights-The Declaration of Human Rights, passed by the United Nations in 1948,

 lays out fundamental principles for  a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations to strive by teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms of all people of the world. These principles must be upheld and taught to succeeding generations. We must understand the importance of initiatives in global law, including the International Criminal Court and Tribunals, global justice for victims of all forms of violence, particularly violence against women. We must support efforts for individuals and communities to set their own standards for self-determination.

Two important initiatives regarding the rights of indigenous peoples have recently come to fruition. The newly formed UN Human Rights Council has voted for the draft declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. This is the end product of 25 years of work. The UN General Assembly is expected to adopt this this Fall. 

Ecological Sustainability-we must teach the principles of the Earth Charter, a declaration of fundamental principles for a building a just and sustainable world. The Earth Charter is the result of a multi- year, world-wide, grass-roots citizen engagement resulting in 4 key principles: Respect and Care for the Earth, Ecological Integrity, Social and Economic Justice and Democracy and Nonviolence and Peace. The Preamble to the Earth Charter reads: “ We stand at a critical moment in Earth’s history, a time when humanity must choose its future. The future at once holds great peril and great promise. To move forward we must recognize that in the midst of magnificent diversity we are one human family…”

International Education-we must teach about the work of the United Nations, not just about global peacekeeping missions but about the work of the myriad agencies for humanitarian engagement: UNICEF, UNESCO, UNIFEM, and the UN work with global refugees through its High Commission on Refugees. Flawed though it may be, the UN must be supported as the only curren global organization to engage all nation states. We must work to insure that global governance structures remain in place. Particularly inspiring are the efforts of the UN to address issues related to women. We need to understand that our security means more than just our physical safety-we are talking about human security in the broadest sense. In 1999, on its 100th anniversary, delegates world-wide met again at the Hague, in the Netherlands, and declared together an agenda of eliminating social injustice, renounced violence as a solution to conflicts and called once again for the abolition of war.


The political philosopher Hanna Arendt has said that warfare persists because it is all we know. We need to understand and to work toward the alternatives to war. 

Conflict Resolution-we must continue to practice and teach the skills of listening and dialoguing-skills crucial to peacebuilding. These are teachable. We must promote the continued development of the skills an processes of conflict resolution in our families and in our schools and communities. 

Development Education-we must understand the needs of “the least of these”-the millions of humans on our planet who live on less than $2 a day, women who walk hours in search of water and wood for cooking and the suffering of countless because of domestic and global policies that enhance inequities. We must understand that violence is also structural-more than physical manifestations, and includes systems that do little to reduce poverty and oppression. 


What is nonviolence? To practice nonviolence, we must begin where we are. We must understand that, when confronted with conflict, there is a third way, in addition to either flight or fight mechanisms that most of us have been taught. This third way involves active listening, openness, humility and responding to the good in others, even our so-called “enemies”.  Nonviolence means using creative, imaginative thinking to transform ourselves and those around us. It involves at times taking a position that is neither safe nor popular but is the right thing to do. 


Father John Dear has said this about violence: “violence begins in our hearts when we give into temptation and become anxious and fearful, when we lose inner peace and harmony. When we look with fear and suspicion at others, we reveal the violence within our own hearts, we forget that we are all equal in the sight of God”. 


On a personal level, for me the question is-which of the myriad of my present fears can I give up? Often it is a matter of mere priority-for, in truth, it is a rare moment of grace when I am without fear. Which fears can I lay down, trusting, with  faith, that what is meant to be will be. Nonviolence means the reparation of broken relationships, with ourselves, with others and with our Creator. 

We might not readily believe that Stephen Spielberg, the great contemporary filmmaker, was the target of bullying when he was 15 years old. Beginning his career in high school, with the making of a home movie about fighting the Nazis, Spielberg offered his protagonist the part of the hero. The bully laughed at first, then accepted the offer. They soon became best friends. Our prophets have taught us to feed our enemies. This means both literally and figuratively, as in the case just mentioned. 

The Buddhist teacher Thich Nhat Hanh has said that to reconcile conflicting parties, we must “have the ability to understand the suffering on both sides. If we take sides, it is impossible to do the work of reconciliation”. And he goes on to say that we, as humans, so often want to take sides. 

Let me know pose for you now some Queries for Interpersonal, Organizational and Communal Peace. I try to return to these often, as a reminder to myself of what is most important in life.

· Do I spend time each day in quiet contemplation, including thoughts on my relationships with others ?

· Do I remember that there are universal needs among all humans?

· When I am in conversation with others, am I careful to insure that I am as interested in their needs as I am my own?

· When I ask someone for something, do I check with myself to insure this is a request and not a demand?

· Do I mention what I do want the other person to do rather than what I don’t want them to?

· Do I request an action to be taken rather than to say what I want this person to be?

· Before agreeing or disagreeing with someone, do I attempt to tune in to what they might be feeling or needing?

· Instead of saying no, do I say what need of mine is preventing me from saying yes? 

· If I am upset, can I concentrate on what need or needs of mine are not being met and how these might be met, rather than blaming others?

Adapted from the Center for Nonviolent Communication (CNVC) web site www.cnvc.org
Peace education can help to affirm transformative values. Educating for the future means educating for peace now. Education, whose philosophical principles and pedagogy are inherently hopeful, is the place to begin to wage peace. “It is not enough to prepare our children for the world: we must also prepare the world for our children”. 
 (motto of Curbstone Press, Willamantic, CT)

Now let’s engage in some dialogue with each other. Divide into small groups.

Discuss among yourselves and we will report back in about 10 minutes 

1. What do you think is most needed in your community to build peace and why?

2. What is one thing I pledge to do now to help build peace in my home, religious congregation, organization or community? 

� Original source unknown. Quote was used in Peace Education by Ian Harris and Mary Lee Morrison, McFarland Publishing Co. 2003.


� Motto of Curbstone Press, a 501 (c) (3) organization. � HYPERLINK "http://www.cunepress.com/cunemagazine/news/articles/curbstone.htm" ��http://www.cunepress.com/cunemagazine/news/articles/curbstone.htm� 








