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ISSUE 1 A new year has begun with the hope for peace still intact, but right now, seemingly more

WINTER 2008 R . - . .
remote than ever. The recent assassination of former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto in
Pakistan is delaying elections and slowing the country's advance toward democracy. Kenya
has erupted in volcanic-style following a disputed presidential election. In what has been

one of Africabés most stable democracies, there
— weeks. Darfur refugees continue to endure extreme human rights violations in many refu-
~ gee camps. lraq ishdealing with daily suicide attackers with many civilian deaths. Afghani-
filf w'e .ar € tta% riesacpl agued by escalating Taliban terroris
realpeaceinthis  j nextrjicably bound up with our being steeped i
world and if we are to Founding Director of Pax Educare. These violent power struggles by opposing tribes, or
carry on a real war religious, or political factions and fueled by terrorist insurgents are tragic for ordinary citizens
against war, we shall involved and demoralizing to all of wus. We ep
have to begin with the ers, because there is also good news in our world!
children. o

Mohandas Gandi We are on the brink of a global awakening! Thanks to communication technology rapidly
moving into the most remote areas, we are much more aware and knowledgeable about our
entire planet. We are able to better see, hear, and even feel the plight of members of our
human family everywhere. We are actually witnessing the melting of ice caps and the flood-
ing of small coastal villages. There can be no denial or dispute. We are learning about
places where entire populations are in dire circumstances because of the lack of clean wa-
ter and sanitation, lack of food, no health care, and no education. Because of this absolute
knowledge and the goodness of most of mankind, we are focusing on what needs to be
done to better the world for all.

Be excited about the groundswell of compassionate altruism that is growing fast in far-flung
areas where it is most needed. For many years ordinary people have worked diligently in
grassroots humanitarian efforts with important successes in small areas. Now, as we con-
tinue our efforts, we are being joined by the magnanimous power of great wealth as multi-
millionaires and foundations have committed billions of dollars to eradicate devastating dis-
eases, improve health, establish educational opportunities, and address the global warming
catastrophe. Also media stars, sports heroes, and musicians are sharing their own wealth
and are using their personal charisma to get others involved in this great altruistic thrust.
fiNo act of IHowhdantweasrsng it is to witness true compassion for members of our human family world-
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eq'e?c”)s talk about ignorance, the root
H. G.

Despotic leaders have used ignorance as an ally. Currently the same view is recognized in
Pakistan. AThe enemy is ignorance, 0 says
vailing hatreds stem from ignorance of other cultures, religions, tribes, and factions coupled
with a lack of understanding that everyone has the same human rights. Add in spiteful
falsehoods spewed by extremists who recruit terrorists, and ignorant suicide bombers are
the resul t. iThose who can make you beli
Votaire

It is clear that the key to lasting peace is education. Education is grounded in academic
knowledge of mathematics, sciences, history and geography: known current facts about the
world we live in and, of course, the ability to read and write. Out of the 6.5 billion people on
Earth, nearly one billion are nonliterate, most of them in Asia and Africa, the majority
women. Yet literacy is now understood to be the threshold to greater productivity, better
health, longer life, and decreased neonatal death rates. Academics enable us to reach the
goal of education: to make the world more humane and just.

In World War I, gas chambers were built by learned engineers, and children were poisoned
by educated physicians. Adol ph Hitl er sa
ple do not think,o These facts tell us t
education, which includes the skills to think critically, skills to resolve conflicts nonviolently,
Alf we believe that man and skills to work cooperatively to reach peaceful agreements. Education must include the

can never achieve a  development of personal qualities of responsibility for ourselves, others, and our environ-
ment. And education must provide opportunities for the development of compassion and
resulting moral action.
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society without wars,
then we are

condemned Through education we must label violence, terrorism and war as unacceptable, not an op-

to wars f Qdn&lrahain® Mary Ellen McNish, General Secretary of American Friends Service Com-

mittee says it far better than |, AThe t

tance of violence. We must make a loud united call for peace and we must do it now. WAR

is the worst thing we can do to the human
(continued page 2)
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If you are reading this message, you
are a peacemaker. Your mission has
been clearly stated. Please reread
the last paragraph, contemplate its
content, relate it to your own life and
work, then decide how you can best
be involved in the 2008 global awak-
ening. Choose your own projects and
choose you must! Each effort adds to
the ripples of all efforts eventually
building into a tidal wave of goodness.
May your goodness resonate where it
is most needed and may it bring you

ASlowly and painfully
we are seeing
worldwide acceptance
of the fact that the
wealthier and more
technologically
advanced countries
have a responsibility
to help the
undeveloped ones.
Not only through a
sense of charity, but
also because only in
this way can we ever
hope to see any
permanent peace and
security for

ourselves. 0
Sir Edmund Hillary

Activate Your
Activism

International Rescue Committee
www.thelRC.org

Provides emergency relief, rehabilita-

tion, resettlement, and advocacy for

those uprooted by conflict and op-

pression.

Central Asia Institute
www.ikat.org
www.penniesforpeace.org
www.gregmortenson.com
Creating hope and optimism through
educationd one child, one school at a
time. CAI builds schools in remote
areas of Pakistan and Afghanistan.
CAI has 58 schools established- edu-
cating 24,000 students of which
13,000 are girls. $1.00 per month per
child supports their education.
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Human Rights Watch

www.hrw.org
A leading voice against the use of child
soldiers, Human Rights Watch spear-
headed an international campaign that
resulted in a UN treaty banning the use
of children in armed conflict.

Heifer International
www.heifer.org

Heifer has a multitude of sustainability
projects going on throughout the world.
You can now choose specific programs
to fund, including their Kids2Kids cam-
paign which gives goats to children in
Romania, Honduras, Nepal and
Ghana. Two goats produce milk to
support a family. The children can
feed them, clean them, and milk them
and eventually become goat breeders.
Goats are gentle, not fussy eaters, and
dono6t take much
is a natural organic fertilizer to improve
crop yield.

Foundation for International Com-
munity Assistance FINCA
www.villagebanking.org
A virtual AWorl d
Based on the principles of self-help
and free-enterprise, Village Banking
offers loans to the poor. In Guatemala,
a $25 loan can help a woman buy
thread to make huipiles to sell. In Haiti,
a $100 loan can pay for a stall in the
open market. With $50, a woman in
Tanzania can buy sugar wholesale to
bake goods for market sale. Group
support offers personal empowerment.
ltds a question of
loan repayment has been high. You
can become a partner with FINCA to
help poor women help themselves
make their own way out of poverty.

Involve your middle or high school stu-
dents in a campaign for education i n
Afghanistan , especially for girls. The
Taliban is using shootings, behead-
ings, burnings and bombings to shut
down hundreds of
schools. The Ministry of Education
claims 6.2 million children are now en-
rolled in school, or about half the
school-age population and attendance
has multiplied far beyond that of any
earlier time, with children flooding
classrooms in two and three shifts.
One third of the students are girls.
There have been estimates that there
have been 444 attacks against schools
since August 607;
thefts; some were instances of arson;
some were the murders of students in
broad daylight. Write to your Congress-
men, Secretary of State Rice, and
President Bush to ask for action to
support the expansion of international
peacekeeping forces to help Afghani-
stan gain the security to ensure equal
rights. Volumes of mail in your repre-
sentativesd of fi
and can be more powerful that email.
www.Inside Afghanistan .org

ces

Ethiopia Reads
www.Ethipoiareads.org
Yohannes Gebregeorgis is a chil-
drenés | ibrarian
cisco Public Library who returned to
his homeland of Ethiopia five years
ago to work with Ethiopia Reads to
bring the Donkey Mobile Library to
the children of Ethiopia. A brightly
yellow-painted metal trailer is pulled
by donkeys throughout the Ethiopia
countryside, bringing the world of
books to the children, of whom an
estimated 72 percent cannot attend
school because their families are too
poor to send them. There are many
ways to help including buying and
shipping new and gently used chil-
drendés books.

The Rainforest Alliance

s p a even.rainfor€sbaliancemr@ n ur e

The Rainforest Alliance, a 2004
Peace Cereal Grant recipient, works
in more than 50 countries to con-
serve t he Earthos
landscapes and strives to create dig-
nified living conditions for farmers
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Baadch farest fworkers. t The RaiRforestr o .

Al | i anc e-@Rainférabto pro-
gram encourages schools, corpora-
tions, and organizations to contribute
funding to grassroots conservations
projects.

A daily click on these websites pro-

vides funding to worthy causesd

free. Your click on the homepage is

paid for by advertisers.
trusting the poor

Fund mammograms for women in

need.

TheBreastCancerSite.com

Fund food and care for neglected
and abused animals.
TheAnimalRescueSite.com

Fund food for the
TheHungerSite.com
Af ghani stands publi

Fund preservation of endangered
habitat and forestland.
TheRainforestSite.com

Fund health services for children in
developing nations.
TheChildHealthSite.com

Fund free books for underprivileged
children.
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Help your high school students to be
reporters of the positive events that
occur regularly around the world.
Subscribe free to the Good News
Agency , which is distributed via the
Internet to the editorial offices of more
than 4,000 media in 48 countries as
well as high schools and colleges
throughout the world. There are
many exciting and relevant topics for
students!www.goodnewsagency.org

Excerpted from Teaching Tolerance,
Fall 2007 One Nation, Many Gods
By Carrie Gilman
Modesto, CA is the only school district
in the United States to mandate a
World Religions course for high
school graduation. Research has
shown that the course increases the
studentsd respect
sity. Students are taught about Bud-
dhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam,
Judaism and Si khi
staunch in your own personal beliefs,
yet also staunch in respecting and
protecting the religious liberties of
ot her people. 0
Teacher, Johansen High School, Mo-
desto, CA. The Fall 2007 issue of
Teaching Tolerance offers tips for
starting a World Religions curriculum
in your district, as well as many re-
sources including:
The First Amendment Center
www.firstamendmentcenter.org
First Amendment Schools
www.firstamendmentschools.org
Justice Learning
www.justicelearning.org

Available from the US Holocaust
Memorial Museum at
www.ushmm.org is an album online
that contains 116 photographs taken
between May and December 1944,
chronicling the life of SS officers and
other German officials at the Ausch-
witz-Birkenau concentration camp
while the gas chambers were operat-
ing at maximum efficiency. Also
through the museum, a free online
program, R3, that encourages young
people to think about the lessons of
the Holocaust. Enrollees will be
assigned the name of a child who
perished in the Holocaust and explore
the topics of Hate and Antisemitism,
Genocide Today, Personal Stories of
Victims and Survivors and The
Holocaust. http://
R3program.ushmm.org
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Never doubt
that a grou
thoughtful commltte people

can change the world.
Indeed it is
the only thing

that ever has!
Margaret Mead

Also in the Fall 2007 Teaching Toler-
ance was an activity for grades 6-9
called Ladder of Prejudice . It was
used by teacher Stefanie Fox of

Start a PeaceJam program in your
school or faith-based youth program.
All you need is a committed teacher
or adult advisor and a group of stu-
dents who want to enter into a pow-
erful learning experience that offers
educational programs based of the
lives and works of leading Nobel
Peace Prize winners. Since 1996,
nearly half a million youth worldwide
have participated in PeaceJam pro-
grams. www.peacjam.org

Join My Wonderful World , a Na-
tional Geographic-led campaign to
bring geography into the lives of chil-
dren. Download the Educators Ac-
tion Kit which provides many ideas to
make the essential knowledge of our
global world alive in your school and
classroom. There are great activi-
ties for kids too!

Kingstvay Mifdlei S8Hod Hh SWoollvicty € iww.mywonderfulworld.org

NJ as part of a unit on the Holocaust to
address issues of diversity, bullying

Sdid commiinfy? Buildig@ Takeh rom

the book The Nature of Prejudice, by
Gordon W. Allport, the ladder gives a
clear visual of what happens when
Priejgdice tikes cortr@.P par d,

The Ladder of
Prejudice

The Fifth Rung:
Extermination

The Fourth Rung:
Physical At-
tack

The Third Rung:
Discrimination

The Second
Rung:
Avoidance

The First Rung:
Speech

(gossip

and talking about

other people)

Go to Teaching Tolerance www.toler
ance.org to find the complete activity
and to order your free kit, One Survivor
Remembers, an excellent resource on
teaching about the Holocaust.

A Season for Nonviolence , January
300 April 4 is a 64-day educational,
media, and grassroots campaign dedi-
cated to demonstrating that nonvio-
lence is a powerful way to heal, trans-
form, and empower our lives and our
communities. Inspired by the 50th and

c a n3%4h gnegmorig gnnivengarges of Ma-

hatma Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther

out hatred, King, Jr., this international event hon-
ors their vision for an empowered, non-
only | ove C doBntwsld To findlog ibform&on

Dr. Martin Luther King

about a Season for Nonviolence go to
http://worldpeace.org/youth/calendar.

UNESCO is a outstanding resource
for information on Human Rights
Issues. www.ohchr.org.  Nancy
Wrenn, of the Coalition for a Strong
UN, has put together a short interac-
tive session for high school age
youth on the Declaration of Human
Rights. She also has a video to ac-
company this. Topics include home-
lessness, global caste and discrimi-
nation, issues of gender, including
gender mutilation, violation of human
rights in prisons (including Guan-
tanamo), immigrant issues, and
worldwide water issues. To receive
a complete copy of the lesson you
can contact Nancy at
NCWrenn@aol.com

One more great activity for grades 3-
6 was found in the Fall 2007 Teach-
ing Tolerance. Submitted by Michael
Penkavo of West Elementary School
in Crystal Lake IL, students glue a
picture of themselves onto the fa-
mous photograph of Rosa Parks sit-
ting on the bus. They then write
what they would do when the bus
driver tells Mrs. Parks to go to the
back of the bus. The complete activ-
ity is on the website, www. teaching-
tolerance.org. You can also receive
Teaching
grades 5 and up: Mighty Times:
The Legacy of Rosa Parks. Teach-
ing Tolerance recommends for
young children the book The Bus
Ride That Changed History: The
Story of Rosa Parks by Pamela Dun-
can

($16 ISBN#0-618-44911-6)

Tol eranceds




