
is a privilege. Some of our 

visitors are in periods of 

life transition, some young, 

some older. One such re-

cent, repeated visitor  is 

Father Richard Okirio, a 

native of Uganda, currently 

serving as a parish priest 

in West Hartford at St. 

Thomas the Apostle 

Church. In the 1980s he 

helped broker peace dur-

ing the conflict in northern 

Uganda.   (go to page 2)   

A  sign on the en-

trance door to Pax Edu-

care, given to me by my  

colleague, Melinda Sala-

zar, staff member of the 

Cloud Institute in New 

York City, reads ñthe most 

radical thing we can do is 

to introduce people to one 

anotherò. The Buddhist 

monk, Thich Nat Hanh has 

written of the importance 

of sharing a cup of tea be-

fore beginning any serious 

discussion of business. 

Immanuel Kant, often 

called ñthe father of the 

modern philosophy of in-

ternational law and human 

rightsò, in the late 1700s 

wrote that it was his belief 

that international conflicts 

could be ended with uni-

versal hospitality. What 

simple, yet profound con-

cepts and how challenging 

to put into practice in our 

busy, stressed lives. 

Part of the mission 

of Pax Educare is ñpeace 

hospitalityò, to connect like

-minded people and to 

partner with individuals 

and groups to move for-

ward with best practices in 

educating for peace. We 

have been blessed with a 

cadre of visitors to Pax 

Educare these past few 

months. Folks find us, 

some after internet 

searches for resources in 

peace, some through other 

colleagues and network-

ing. Hearing the stories 

they bring and their pas-

sion to make a difference 

  Notes from the Director  

 

Building Peace: Women Making a Difference  

One hundred and fifty 

scholars, students and 

activists gathered in Gen-

gras Auditorim at the Uni-

versity of Hartford on Sat-

urday, November 10 for a 

day-long celebration of the 

role women play in build-

ing peace. The event fea-

tured a morning panel of 

international speakers, 

followed by  morning and 

afternoon workshops fea-

turing grass-roots, experi-

ential and interactive ways 

participants could engage 

in social change. In addi-

tion, the day was high-

lighted by a Lifetime 

Achievement (go to 2)  

Elise Boulding (l), Quaker 
scholar-activist, Nobel 

Nominee and a founder of 

the International Peace 

Research Association was 

honored at the November 

women and peacebuilding 

conference. Here she ad-

dresses participants fol-

lowing the award. 

Pax 

Educare, Inc.  

Special points of 

interest:  

News of the 

Women and 

Peace Confer-

ence 

Consortium 

Work in Peace 

Studies Contin-

ues 

HIPP Trainings   

New Partnering 

on Education 

for Global Sus-

tainability 

Peace Links 

and Resources 

Jodi Rafkin (l) and Kelly Shannon 

enjoy a moment during the Ad-

vanced HIPP workshop in Jan. 
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His search and finding us 

involved looking for resources 

in academic peace studies. 

Kim DiMichele, a staff mem-

ber of the Hartford Seminary 

and mother of 4, stopped by 

to check out Elise Bouldingôs 

seminal work on raising chil-

dren peacefully, One Small 

Plot of Heaven.  

Kelly Shannon, a recent 

social work masterôs gradu-

ate, is on her way to Thailand 

and then, to Nepal and 

Ghana, working with global 

youth networks on peace-

building skills and working to 

plan an African Alliance Sum-

mit in May. She stopped by to 

chat and find out about Con-

necticut peacemaking oppor-

tunities with youth. Kelly par-

ticipated in two of the HIPP 

workshops this fall and winter. 

Jodi Rafkin, a recently 

retired federal prosecutor 

from California, living now in 

southern Connecticut,  took a 

peacebuilidng course in 

Europe last summer, has par-

ticipated in HIPP and is hop-

ing to transition to a career 

teaching peace.   

 I like to think that each 

one of these visits has offered 

a mutual learning experience  

both for the visitor and for, 

and that, in addition, each 

experience such as this offers 

a mini module in peace peda-

gogy, utilizing the ñbest prac-

ticesò that include processes 

that are participatory, inquiry 

based, communal, dialogical, 

reflective and finally, action 

oriented. We are, indeed, I 

believe, on the cusp of a new 

wave of hope and a Great 

Awakening of the power of 

nonviolence. Mary Lee Morrison 

ies program.  

Workshops were designed to 

show that peacemaking is 

something, not just for those in 

high policy level work, but is 

something everyone can en-

gage in. There was ample time 

for networking, sampling of 

food, and browsing in the re-

source area, with books, organ-

izational literature and a DVD 

featuring  (go to p. 8)  

of women in peacebuilding 

processes. Respondents were 

Melinda Salazar, staff member 

of the Cloud Institute, Carol 

Shaw Austad, Pax Educare 

board member and psychology 

professor at Central CT State 

University and co-director of 

CCSUõs Peace Studies program, 

and Gordon Fellman, professor 

of sociology and faculty of the 

Brandeis University Peace, 

Conflict and Co-existence Stud-

Workshop Participants at the 

Women and Peace conference 

Notes from the Director Continued from Page 1  

òIt has been my lifetime goal to be considered the ôtoken maleõ on a panel made up exclusively of 

womenó Gordie Fellman, respondent at the Women and Peace conference  

Building Peace (continued from page 1)  

Former West Hartford city coun-

cilwoman, peace activist and 

President emeritus of the Hart-

ford College for Women Miriam 

Butterworth,  in her introductory 

remarks, said that in times of 

violence, women must increase 

their peacemaking roles. Hart-

fordõs own HartBeat Ensemble, 

activist theatrical group, ended 

the day with an interactive 

presentation.  

Plenary Speakers included 

Mishkat Al-Moumin, former 

Minister of the Environment of  

Iraq, Rachel Myanja, Special 

Advisor of the Secretary-

General on Gender Issues and 

the Advancement of Women of 

the United Nations, and Lina 

Sidrys Nealon, policy specialist 

and trainer for the Initiative for 

Inclusive Security , a research 

and advocacy organization 

promoting the full participation 

Award given to Quaker sociolo-

gist and Nobel nominee Elise 

Boulding. The conference was 

funded by a grant from the 

Womenõs Education and Lead-

ership Fund, a legacy of the 

Hartford College for Women. 

Thanks to WELF Director Jenni-

fer Sanborn for all of her help 

and encouragement.  

Pax Educare, Inc. was a a co-

sponsor of the conference. 
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Recalling her 

experiences in Iraq, 

former Iraqi Minister 

of the Environment 

Mishkat Al Moumin 

stated in her 

conference talk òif 

you are trying to 

carry a heavy sack, 

such as building a 

country or peace, 

you need two hands 

to do it: one of them 

needs to be the 

hand of a womanó 

HartBeat En-

semble  per-

forms at the 

Nov conference 

Elise Boulding, 

Melinda Sala-

zar-conference 

respondent, 

and Mary Lee 

Morrison 



Monthly conversations between 

faculty of Saint Joseph College, 

the University of Hartford and 

Central Connecticut State Uni-

versity, with Pax Educare direc-

tor Mary Lee Morrison serving 

as consultant and Donn Wein-

holtz, Professor of Educational 

Leadership at U of H as con-

vener,  have continued through-

out the Fall and Spring, under a 

grant from the Connecticut 

Consortium on Higher Educa-

tion. A list of courses at each 

institution that could fall under 

an interdisciplinary, cross-

institutional  major has been 

compiled. The role of a collabo-

rative, community based cen-

ter, or institute,  such as Pax 

Educare, as an integral part of 

peace studies, is being ex-

plored, with the expectation 

that as part of a major, stu-

dents would intern in one of 

more of a variety of community 

based peace and service or-

ganizations which could serve 

as partners.  We welcome input 

an ideas on this endeavor. Con-

tact Pax Educare. The United 

States Institute of Peace has 

published an excellent curricu-

lum guide entitled Building 

Global Peace, Conflict, and 

Security Curricula at Under-

graduate Institutions. Further 

information can be found at 

www.usip.org. Contact Program 

D i re c to r  D av i d  S m i t h . 

dsmith@usip.org  

Some Good Sources on 

Women and Peace 

www.globalfundforwomen.org 

www.womenforwomeninternati

onal 

The Initiative for Inclusive Secu-

rity  www.huntalternatives.org/

pages/7_the_initiative_for_incl

usive_security.cfm 

UN Development Fund for 

Women (UNIFEM) 

www.unifem.org 

tord High School, Anais Herrera, 

junior at New Britain High, and 

Allan Rogers, a sophomore at 

Watkinson Upper School. 

Thanks to Burr teacher Barbara 

Michelson for arranging space 

for the workshops. The Training 

for Facilitators is planned for 

March 27 and 28th. Thanks to 

the Ensworth Charitable Trust, 

Bank of America, Trustee, for 

funding to enable us to pay our 

Burr School was the site of two 

HIPP workshops, held in De-

cember and January, with stu-

dents and staff from Burr and 

Watkinson Schools, joined by 

several interested adults. Lead 

adult trainers were Watkinson 

Middle School head Diane 

Weinholtz and Hank Daignault, 

community activist. Youth co-

trainers included Cecilia 

Zaporta, a junior at East Har-

facilitators and staff who join 

us, as well as enjoy delicious 

snacks. The grant allows Pax 

Educare, Inc. to serve as coordi-

nating body for these HIPP 

trainings.  

For further information on HIPP, 

contact Pax Educare. See page 

9 for news of some of our youth 

facilitators.  

Dialogue Continues on a Consortium Major in Peace Studies  

HIPP Basic and Advanced Trainings  

Intern Kaitlyn Newman Joins Pax Educare (picture below right)  

vidualized, double major in 

peace studies and political 

science. She is focusing on 

genocide and ethnic conflict. 

Kaitlyn has  been involved in 

activist work on the university-

campus, particularly around 

educational endowment in-

vested funds of the institution. 

Kaitlyn put together her own 

major in peace studies and 

sought us out as an internship 

to supplement her course work, 

adding to her already very full 

schedule of classes and work.  

Kaitlyn has been helping de-

velop the newsletter and has 

done some important research 

work for us and for the Curricu-

lum of Hope Project at the uni-

versity.   

For further information on the 

Curriculum of Hope and what 

Kaitlyn is doing with this,  see 

the next page.   

We have been blessed over the 

years with the talents and crea-

tive energy of students from 

area colleges. They provide 

invaluable help, particularly 

since we are a small, commu-

nity based, grass-roots organi-

zation.  

We are joined this semester by 

University of Connecticut sixth 

semester student Kaitlyn New-

man, who is pursuing an indi-
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If you or your 

organization 

would like 

further 

information on 

HIPP and youth 

trainings, 

contact Pax 

Educare 

A Standing Ovation for 

Elise Boulding  at the 

Women and Peace con-

ference 

Intern Kaitlyn 

Newman hard 

at work 
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