Educational Foundations 415

Monday 10 AM-12:40 PM

Mary Lee Morrison Ph.D.

morrisonmal@ccsu.edu
Office-264 by appointment  231-0445

Please refer to this syllabus often. It will tell you almost all you need to know about assignments and expectations for this 400 level class. 

Texts:

Oakes, Jeannie and Lipton, Martin. Teaching to Change the World (third edition), McGraw Hill, 2007. 

Noddings, Nell. Educating Citizens for Global Awareness, Teachers College Press, 2005.

Nieto, Sandra, ed. Why We Teach, Teachers College Press, 2005

Overview of Class

In this course we will be looking at education in its broadest contexts, from a humanities perspective, and we will be analyzing educational issues from the perspective of a philosopher, historian, sociologist, political scientist and sociologist. Foundations is just that, providing teachers and teacher trainees grounding in a social science perspective, studying issues affecting schools, schooling and education.  Because we are increasingly living and working in a global society, we will be including issues related to teaching in an increasingly interdependent world. In addition to other material covered in the course, we will be seeking to answer the following:

· What is the purpose of education?

· What is the purpose of schooling?

· What constitutes an “educated person?”

· What is most important about the role of a teacher?

· How does the role of a teacher interact with school structures?

· What is my philosophy of education?

·  What are some important milestones in the history of U.S. education?

· What are current issues in education?

· What does it mean to teach in an increasingly interdependent world?

Through text and other reading, lectures and class discussions, we will examine these queries with a view toward your gaining clarity of your own role in the classroom, based on the beginnings of formulating your own philosophy of education. Text reading is expected to average between 50-60 pages a week. It is expected that assigned readings will be completed by the beginning of each class. We will not be covering all of the reading material in class. You will be reflecting and analyzing the readings in Response Papers (see below). 

We will see that, though Foundations of Education represents all of the disciplines mentioned, in reality all of them are interwoven, making a tapestry that will provides the “carpet”, if you will, both for our discussions and for your future learning. Requirements include: 

· Timely arrival and active participation in discussions based on your preparation for class 10%

· A mid-term exam covering text material, lectures and discussions 15%

· Legislative Investigation Assignment 15%

· 2 response papers, spaced throughout the semester, on the readings 30% (15% each)

· Final research project/annotated bibliography on a topic of 

 choice 15%….please plan your topic early

· Presentation of research-poster or power point presentation on topic 15%

· All written assignments are to be handed in on or before the due date. An * below marks the due dates for assignments 

It will be to your considerable advantage if all written work conforms to the highest standards of grammar, spelling and sentence structure. 

Class Calendar

Jan 22

Class Introduction



Overview of Foundations of Education

Jan 29

Purposes of Education and Schooling

                              Why are We Doing What We Do?




Some issues in the sociology and politics of

education




Oakes-Introduction, Chapter 1




Noddings-Forward, Preface, Chapter 7

Feb 5
Introduction to Educating for a Global World

Noddings- Introduction, Chapters 2, 4, 6

Introduction of the Earth Charter and Issues of Sustainability (www.earthcharter.org) 

Feb 12
History of Education




Oakes-Chapter 2




History of CT Education reading

http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1981/cthistory/81.ch.02.x.html



What will the future of education look like? In class

visioning

Feb 19

No Class-Presidents Holiday

*Feb  26

First Response Paper Due-see page 7
The Ideal of the Educated Person

Philosophical Issues in Education

 Dewey reading

http://www.infed.org/archives/e-texts/e-dew-pc.htm 

http://www.infed.org/thinkers/et-dewey.htm  biography of Dewey

Oaks Chapter 3

March 5

Why Do We Teach? What is My Philosophy of 

Education?

Nieto-Introduction, Conclusion and a selection of

chapters-you may choose  any 1 chapter from each of Parts 2, 3, 4 and 5

Bring Nieto text to class for in-class sharing


*March 12

Mid-Term Exam-open notes and open book

March 19

No Class-Mid-Term Break

*March 26

Second Response Paper Due-see page 7




Additional discussion of Sociological and Political

Issues in Education

Introduction to School Reform Issues




Research in-service at Burritt Library




Oakes Chapter 8




*April 2, 9. 16th 
Class presentations-see page 7

Legislative Research/Current Issues in Schooling




*April 23

Bibliography Due for Final Project-see page 9
School Structures and School Reform




Guest speaker

*April 30

Poster Presentations on Research-see page 10

May 7,

Finals week

Some Thoughts on Grading

The following are offered to you for your review. Remember that classroom performance is a combination of both motivation and your own talents and creative abilities. Motivation is indicated by punctuality, attitude, curiosity, effort put into assignments and classroom preparation. 

I note for you here some differences in behavioral expectations between a grade of “A” and a “C”.  Remember a “C” indicates average performance. A “B” is a perfectly respectable grade and an “A” indicates superior effort and performance.



A





C

	Organization-highly organized and completes assignments on time
	Waits until the last minute for assignments; occasionally comes to class unprepared

	Attendance-never misses a class; if an emergency arises, calls the professor to explain before the class
	Misses some classes and is sometimes late

	Attitude-shows consistent initiative; does more than the required work
	Never does more than required and does not show initiative very often

	Writing-writing is organized and detailed, using the highest standards of grammar, sentence structure and spelling; work is checked and rechecked before handing in; all papers are handed in on time
	Writing lacks some organization and precision; written work may require a second reading by professor to comprehend meaning; some errors in organization, grammar, sentence structure and/or spelling 

	Curiosity-maintains a high level of interest in class indicated by questions and comments on the material discussed
	Participates either without enthusiasm or with little or no verbal interaction; lack of interest in subject matter

	Performance-obtains the highest scores on all assignments; budgets time to insure assignments are in on time and therefore anxiety is reduced due to last-minute cramming 
	Mediocre and/or inconsistent scores on assignments; difficulty budgeting time; may wait until the last minute for assignments; answers in class and on tests indicate a lack of in-depth understanding of the material

	Preparation-is always prepared for class and responds if called upon; frequently comments during class discussions; good attention to detail and may even catch instructor errors in material covered
	Inconsistently prepared for class; may not fully understand the readings and have read them quickly; does not participate fully in class discussions

	Retention-learns concepts rather than memorizing details; connects past and present learning
	Focuses on memorizing details; crams for tests and does assignments at the last minute and therefore may not retain the material

	Time-maintains a fixed study schedule; regularly prepare for class; averages at least 2 hours of study for every hour in class; reviews textual material after careful reading, using a  highlighter or other underliner; jots comments and questions
	Studies only under pressure; dos not often review assignments;  averages less than 2 hours of study for every hour in class; crams for exams and assignments


Adapted from “Standards, Assessment and Testing Committee”, Dr. P. Solomon and “Clarifying Grade Expectations”, John H. Williams in “The Teaching Professor”, August-September 1993. 

The Grade I will strive for this semester is ________________________________________

I will do the following to insure this________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Criteria for Written Work

Your first response paper may be re-written, either at your request or mine. Subsequent assignments will be due with no re-writes on the assigned date. It is suggested that you begin your written work with an outline (for your own use, to help you organize your thoughts). It is also suggested that you read your final work aloud to yourself and/or to someone else to insure the paper flows in an easy, comprehensible style. Check and recheck your work for accurate spelling, sentence structure, grammar and syntax.  


A




C


D-F

	Fluidity and Clarity- smooth and clear reading; ideas clearly communicated
	Professor must read paper more than once for meaning and comprehension; some ideas may not be clear
	Paper does not flow at all; ideas obscure

	Organization-paper is tightly organized; the main idea is stated in an introduction that advances the central idea of the paper; topical sentences introduce each paragraph and unify the paper; a conclusion summarizes results and may point to future research or ideas
	Some lack of organization; main ideas may be somewhat obscure; some topical sentences may be unclear; some lack of unity in overall content; conclusion may be weak
	Paper is poorly organized; poorly formed ideas; introduction lacks organization or is absent; few or no topical sentences; no conclusion

	Elaboration-ideas presented are fully developed and supported
	Lack of consistency in elaboration and support of ideas
	Ideas poorly presented and little development

	Analysis-skilled and in-depth analysis of the subject matter; sources reflect credibility; the writer uses only his/her wording unless quotations used are cited
	Some inconsistency in depth of analysis; some quotation marks may be missing
	Plagiarism of others’ work; lack of citation of others’ scholarship and writing;  poor overall analysis of ideas

	Research-appropriate citations are used; using APA style
	Some inconsistency in citations and/or style of citation
	No sources cited 

	Vocabulary-reflects a correct choice of words; college level vocabulary used
	Some word misused; lack of consistent use of college-level vocabulary
	Poor choice of words; poor vocabulary

	Mechanics-highest level of spelling, capitalization, punctuation, verb tense and subject-verb agreement; no sentence fragments or run-on sentences
	Some mechanical errors; more than 3-4 in a 1-2 page paper
	Poor mechanics; poor sentence structure and grammar


Response Papers (4-5 pages in length)

Each paper 15% (2 total)

These assignments are an integration of the textual reading you have done together with your own analysis and thoughts on what you have read. In a four to six page paper:

· Summarize what you believe that each author is saying about major issues relating to or in general about education and/or schooling (no more than a paragraph for each author). Include all of the reading up to the due date for the assignment.

· What are some similarities in the ideas of the various authors?

· What are some differences?

· With what do you agree that you have read? Expand on this a bit. 

· With what do you disagree? Why?

· List some things in the readings that you feel may influence your own evolving philosophy of education…this might include things with which you agree or it might be things with which you disagree. 

· On the second response paper, you will be asked to expand on your own philosophy of education, using the Nieto essays as a model. Further explanation on this will be given.

Due dates: Feb 26, March 26. Papers are to include the readings up to  the due date. We may not have gone over some of these in class. 

A re-write will be acceptable for the first paper only either at your request or mine, for a possible maximum grade increase by one level. The deadline for a re-write will be March 12. 

We will not necessarily be going over all of the reading material in class during the semester. It is up to you, the student, to insure timely and thorough reading of the material.

Current Events/Legislative Research Assignment

Start this assignment early in the semester. This aim of this assignment is for you to explore some current issues in education in Connecticut by researching what your legislative representatives, those that represent your home district in the state, have to say.  Many of the legislators have their own web sites. You can do some exploration of issues in education through a search on the sites. Your first task will be to identify who these people are, if you do not already know. 

We will first group the class into legislative districts by home towns. You can choose to work in groups if you like. Choose to explore either your state representative’s or state senator’s legislative actions and/or views on education. If there are more than one of you from a particular district, then divide up the research between your rep and your senator. 

Familiarize yourself with the http://www.cga.ct.gov/ site. Once you identify their actions on various issues, you will need to do some additional research into these issues, through a web, media or other search, to further clarify issues. You will need to follow up your initial research with a phone call or email (call is preferable) to your legislator or to his or her staff member to get more information. They are usually glad to hear from constituents. Better yet, an in-person interview if you can. 

On April 2, 9 and 16th we will hear 12-15 minute reports from each of you (or your group) on what you have learned. 

Here are some things to think about for your report:

Who is your state representative or state senator?

With what educational issues has he/she been involved? Has he or she co-sponsored any legislation on educational issues? Give a little background information on the issue (s). This means you will have to do additional research on these issues. 

How would you characterize your legislator’s views on the issues? Liberal/conservative/radical? Why?  Has he or she been fairly consistent in his or her views on issues that you can perceive?

Pick one issue with which he/she has been involved and share with us why you think this is an important one. 

Any other relevant thoughts for us. 

Written work needed: a listing of the steps you did in your research: calls, emails, in-person interview and dates for these, where you did your research  and what kind of research you did on topics. This will be handed in on the day you present. All rules of writing apply. No more than a page in length is expected.

15% of grade based on thoroughness of research and enthusiasm and accuracy of presentation and quality of written work. 

Final Project: Research Bibliography and Poster/Power Point Session

Total of 30% of Grade

This is a research project. Academic sources only are to be used. You will become an expert on a topic to share with the class.

The final project is two-part. The first part consists of an annotated bibliography on a topic of your choice. You must have at topic chosen by March 26th. Below is an explanation of an annotated bibliography as well as an example of an annotated entry. The bibliography is due April 23. 

The poster session or power point presentations on this topic will be the last three weeks of class, April 30, May 7 and the date scheduled for the final exam. I am hopeful that we can arrange a display of posters in Barnard the week of final exams.  We will sign up for presentations earlier in the semester. Any changes/exchanges in the date to present must be arranged by you by contacting another student with whom to switch. 

Some examples of students’ topics in previous semesters have included: schools and technology, topics on the history of education, biographies of educators, innovative issues in school reform, inclusion and/or mainstreaming in classrooms, topics in international education, magnet schools and reform, charter schools and reform, topics related to equity in education. Creative ideas for topics are encouraged. For some ideas, see the sources cited at the end of each chapter in the Oakes book. 

You must clear your topic with me by no later than March 26th . 

What is an annotated bibliography? It is a list of citations to books, articles and documents. Each citation is followed by a descriptive and evaluative paragraph of about 200 words. This is the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform a reader of the relevance, accuracy and quality of the sources cited. An annotation is not merely an abstract. Abstracts are just descriptions, annotations are both descriptive and critical. They go deeper than abstracts. 

To do an annotated bibliography, you must read the material carefully. You must be concise in your analysis. First, locate and record citations on your topic. I suggest getting more than you will need. Not all of them will be useful. Briefly examine the items and review them. Choose the best works based on the goal of your project. Then read your chosen citations in depth. 

Cite the source using APA or another consistent format. 

Cite a minimum of 6 sources for your project. 

Your annotation will include the following:

1. summarizing the major themes and issues of the publication or document in a sentence or two

2. include some justification as to why you think this is a scholarly article. Is this a peer reviewed journal article? (generally academic journals fall under this category. Is the book written by an authority or scholar in the field (academic, known expert?  Note-newspapers and magazines such as Time, Newsweek and many web sites are not scholarly sources. 
3. comment on the intended audience-who will read this source?

4. compare or contrast this with another source you have cited in the assignment

5. explains how the work sheds light on your chosen topic

6. Please critically evaluate your web sources and use no more than 2 for this assignment unless you can justify an online source that is written by a scholar (for instance there are scholarly online journals, many of which are also in print). If you are unsure of a source, please run it by the instructor. We will be discussing academic databases during a visit to the library. Use the document I will hand out to analyze whether a web site is scholarly. Vary the type of sources used…books, journals, online. 

Here is a sample APA format citation for a journal article. 

Goldschneider, F.K., Waite, L.J., and Wittsberger, C. (1986). Nonfamily living and the erosion of traditional family orientations among young adults. American Sociological Review, 51, 541-554. 

15% of grade based on completeness of assignment, depth of analysis, grammar, punctuation and spelling

Example of an Annotated  Entry

The Myth of Meritocracy: 

Poverty’s Influence on Educational Achievement

Lewis, A. (1996). Breaking the cycle of poverty. Phi Delta Kappan, 78(3), 186. 

Retrieved Friday, October 27, 2006 from the Academic Search Premier database. The article addresses poverty and how becoming literate helps children to get out of poverty. This article is a scholarly article because it is printed in Phi Delta Kappan, which is “the professional journal for education, [which] addresses issues of policy and practice for educators at all levels” (http://www.pdkintl.org/kappan/kappan.htm, 2006). The intended audience of the article is, thus, educators. It sheds light on my topic by looking at the problem from the view that if people from low-income backgrounds are educated, they have much better chances of success. It goes beyond introducing the myth of meritocracy and, like Goldthorpe does, shifts the focus to education. The author talks about how people might succeed in becoming educated, despite the myth. The problem, though, is cyclical in nature, describes Lewis. Children from low-income backgrounds don’t get as much education as do those from middle- or high-income backgrounds, which then makes their future children less likely to do well and thus, they can’t move to a higher class in life, either. Lewis makes the case that schools need to educate people who are “on or nearly on welfare” in language and becoming literate. “Low levels of literacy result in low employment rates and lower wages,” the author states. If families get more education, the succeeding generations will receive better education and better opportunities. People from low-income backgrounds really need the step up that becoming literate provides to help break the cycle of poverty.  

Poster/Power Point Assignment

You will use the information you gained from your research to create a professional quality poster to share with the class or a power point presentation. I will bring in a sample poster for you to see of how to format this. I would like you to use a fold out black cardboard back and use white and/or colored  paper for your display if you do a poster. I think the cardboard costs about $12 each. If this amount poses a problem for any of you, let me know.  Use any kinds of visual aids on the poster that you feel is appropriate, including charts, graphs, art work and banner format/bulleting of important points on your topic.  But it must be printed on a computer or typed, no hand drawn posters (exceptions may be made in the case of art, drawings, etc.). Give us the salient points of your research topic. 

Your  oral report (15 minutes) will consist of an overview of your research and salient information as to how this contributes to the study and practice of education. You will engage the class in spirited discussion-a suggestion is to prepare questions for class discussion in advance. Prepare questions for class discussion in advance. 

15% of grade based on originality, your giving us the most salient points of your research, neatness and accuracy as well as enthusiastic presentation of your research/poster and engagement of class discussion. 
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