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Mary Lee Morrison Ph.D.

Tuesdays 7:50-9:30 PM

Office hours by appointment 860-231-0445

paxeducare@comcast.net
Required Texts:

Hansen, David T. (1995). |The Call to Teach. NY: Teachers College Press

Noll, J. (2003, 12th edition). Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues. Guilford, CT: McGraw Hill. 

Additional readings and web sites will be assigned periodically throughout the course. In addition, each student will present a 10 minute report on a timely news item relating to the material we cover. More description of this is below. 

Purpose of the Course

The purpose of the course is to help teacher candidates inquire into teaching as a profession and into the role of the teacher and the school in contemporary society. We use the disciplines of philosophy, history, sociology and other social sciences to examine the nature of schools and the practice of teaching. The course aims to continue to help teacher candidates to become reflexive practitioners, critical thinkers, able to shape your own visions of education and to assume a knowledgeable leadership role in the public policy debates about education. Because the instructor’s area of interest and specialization is peace education and peace studies, some of the course content will reflect this.

Course Objectives:

You will:

· Identify and analyze selected social problems that affect public schooling and the leadership role of educators

· Identify and analyze major foundational issues of school curriculum and education

· Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of school organization, the role of the teacher and the administration and the sociology of school structure

· Analyze how social structures in our society affect school effectiveness and learning among students, as well as teacher effectiveness

· Apply pertinent sociological and political concepts to understand educational policy issues.

· Compare and contrast various philosophies of education and, using these as a base, assess and articulate issues regarding your own educational philosophy

· Trace the historical origins of public schools and society’s commitment to education

· Develop reflective decision-making skills in the application of ethical principles to educational practice

· Develop an awareness of the important ideas relating to education laying the foundation for a more peaceful and hopeful world, including the importance of the teacher imparting skills and philosophical principles

Course Requirements

Note-written assignments must conform to the required parameters and guidelines. After the first assignment, if need be, referrals will be made for additional resource help. You may hand in a draft to the instructor for any papers one week ahead of time for review. Once the papers are handed in, no further re-writes will be accepted, except for the first assignment. [image: image2.wmf]
Participation 10% of grade

Written assignment due 3rd class period (Feb 8)-15%. Is teaching to you a calling? What is meant by this term? What is it that draws you into a career in teaching? What is most important to you as a future teacher? Write a 2-3 page paper, weaving in ideas you have gleaned from the Hansen book, together with your own thoughts. We will discuss briefly in class February 15.

Current Event: this assignment will be 20 % of your grade. Find an item of interest to you in the newspaper or from a site online or other source of current events, relating to readings and class discussion. Cross reference this topic with at least one more newspaper or news source. Research at least 1-2 additional sources on this topic. Write a 3-4 page paper and present your work in class for about 10 minutes. This will be a revolving assignment. Sign up will occur first day of class. You are encouraged to sign up for an early presentation date.

Response Paper: 25% Find an issue in the Noll book of interest to you. Interview an educator or someone with knowledge in the educational field. Find 3 additional references and write a response, making a good case for your own point of view. Support your view with the readings and include what you learned from the interview. Do not merely summarize the readings. You may read ahead in the text for a topic. 3-4 pages. Due March 15th.  Extra credit will be given if you include a student interview as well. 

Final Project: 30%. There are various options for this assignment. And the instructor is glad to discuss further ideas you may have. The idea is for us to teach each other on timely topics we have discussed or another related topic that is of interest to you. Please discuss your choice with the instructor at least 2 weeks before scheduled presentation. 

Poster-create a poster on one of the issues discussed in the Noll book or a related topic, a topic related to the history of education, politics or sociology of education, using 3-4 outside sources. Include pictures, drawings and anything else you feel is relevant. You will present this poster in class. If possible, show how this relates to your particular area of teaching specialization. 10 minute presentation. 
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Find a partner and create a debate on one of the issues discussed in class. Make clear and compelling arguments for your point of view and utilize at least 3-4 outside sources. You may include a 3rd person if you wish to have a moderator. Grading will be the same for all participants. 15 minute debate. 

Create a power point or multi-media presentation on a topic and follow guidelines of the poster session. 

Write a fictional story or a play, relating to one or more of the topics we have discussed. You may include scenerios such as we discussed in the Hansen book. Story should be at least 5-8 pages and should include relevant ideas we discussed, and more. Story will be read in class. 

Read a popular book relating to class (suggestions are books such as “Savage Inequalities”, “There are No Children Here”, etc.) Find at least 2 additional outside sources relating to the main topic of the book and give a 10 minute book review, weaving in the material from the other sources. You must do more than merely summarize the book. Please contact the instructor with your suggested book title to avoid duplications. 

Final presentations will occur April 26th, May 3 and May 10. 

Other Requests and Requirements

· [image: image4.wmf]No late hand-ins of assignments will be accepted. Please prepare yourself for computer melt-downs, dogs slurping on manuscripts, etc.! 

· Please turn off all cell phones, beepers and pagers
· Timely and consistent class attendance is expected. Please be on time for the courtesy of your fellow classmates.  A missed class necessitates a point drop of 5 (out of a total of 100). Arriving late necessitates a point drop of 2.5 (half of an absence).  
· Should you find yourself motivated for extra-credit points, this may be negotiated with the instructor, after mid-term. Maximum extra credit points-5. 
Course Outline

January 25

Class Introduction




Introduction to Hansen book and overview of educational 

foundations

February 1

Hansen book




Foundations of education




Optional hand-in drafts of paper

February 8

Hansen book




History of Education




1st assignment due

February 15

Sociology of Education




Issues 1 and 2 of the Noll book




Current Events




Rewrites of Paper 1 due

February 22

Philosophical Issues in Education




Issues 3 and 4-Noll




Current Events

March 1

U.S. and International Education




Culture of Schools and Hidden Curriculum




Issues 4 and 5-Noll




Current Events

March 8

“The Peaceable Classroom and School”




Introduction to Peace Education




School Violence




Issue 6-Noll




Current Events




Optional hand-in drafts of paper

March 
15

Equality of Opportunity-Who Gets the Biggest Piece of the Pie?




Issues 7 and 8-Noll




Mid-term assignment due




Current Events

March 22

Break-No class

March 29

Reform Movements




Issues 9, 10, 11-Noll




Current Events

April 5


Issues 12, 13, 14-Noll




Current Events

April 12
Topics for final presentation due



Issues 15, 16, 17



School Violence, cont’d



Current Events

April 19
Issues 19, 20, 21



Urban Education

April 26
Final Presentations

May 3

Final Presentations

May 10
Final Presentations


