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Course Description:

What is peace? What is its relationship to local and global issues of justice and environmental sustainability? What are women’s unique contributions toward peace-building? What part can individuals play in guiding the world toward peace?

The study of peace is becoming an increasingly popular interdisciplinary endeavor on college campuses as we explore the need to learn how to build a more interdependent post 9/11 world.  We are now at the midpoint of the United Nations sponsored Decade for a Culture of Nonviolence (2000-2010). There are thousands of peace activities going on throughout the world but we do not often hear much about them. 

In this course we will explore notions of peace, nonviolence, the root causes of war and examine ways we can impact our global future through learning and practicing the skills and processes of building peace. For, if war is too important to be left to generals and to high level statespersons, then peace is too important to be left to those who have only fuzzy ideas of how to make it. 

After an initial conceptual exploration of issues related to war and peace, the course will focus on peace through the lens of gender, with particular emphasis on the historical and contemporary contributions of women.  Are women superior at doing peace? We will explore this and related questions with a focus on both the historical and contemporary lives of noted women. 

Required Texts:

Nonviolence in Theory and Practice by Robert Holmes and Barry Gan 2nd edition. Waveland Press, 2005

Women on War: An International Anthology of Writings from Antiquity to the Present edited by Daniela Gioseffi. Feminist Press of CUNY, 2003.

Cultures of Peace: the Hidden Side of History by Elise Boulding. Syracuse University Press, 2000. 

Web Sites:

1000 Women for Peace

Security Resolution 1325

Culture of Peace News Network

Peace x Peace: Women on the Frontlines

UNIFEM

Pax Educare

Additional Readings:

Various hand-outs of short biographies of noted women and essays on nonviolence and peace culture, futures and imaging peace

Assignments: 

2nd class -a short paper on a peacemaker

3rd class-journal writing on patterns of conflict and conflict resolution

4th class-short article submitted on-line to CPNN

5th class-short paper on web searches

6th class-in-class sharing of web search

Final written and oral assignment-identification and interviewing a peacemaker


Use of short bibliography augmenting and expanding the interview

Course Objectives:

General Objectives:

1. To introduce major themes of peace, cultures of peace and nonviolence

2. To explore the root causes of war and violence

3. To enable students to think critically about issues relating to violence, including structural violence and their interrelationship with national and global issues

4. To enable students to make connections between violence, peace, social justice and the sustainability of the planet. 

5. To enable students to identify, understand and analyze the unique contributions and cultural attributes of women in the quest for peace and justice, historically and in the present

6. To enable students to identify their own values as they relate to issues of war, peace and peacemaking.

7. To facilitate the processes and skills of peacemaking

Perspectives Objectives

Students will :

1. describe and analyze the relationship between women’s acculturation and roles in global society issues around peace and justice WS GI

2. develop an understanding of issues of empowerment and peace WS

3. understand the unique contributions of women toward peace-building WS, GI

4. develop conceptual understandings of peace, analyzed from gender perspectives WS GI

5. develop an understanding and practice the processes and skills related to peace and nonviolence GI

6. demonstrate mastery of an inquiry based study of some of the major historical and contemporary global issues in peace from the perspective of gender WS GI

Goals Addressed by Perspectives: This is accomplished through an in-depth analysis of both conceptual understandings of peace and peace cultures and the relationship between women and their acculturation and processes related to these conceptions. The specific perspectives’ foci contained in the course are Women. Culture and Society and Global Issues and International Perspectives

Integral Skills Objectives:

Oral and Written Communication

Students will:

1. demonstrate competence in both oral and written communication through an inquiry, experientially based project. 

2. demonstrate their skills in oral arguments and analyses through class presentations on the projects. 

3. respond to others’ arguments and analyses through continued class sharing and final presentations. 

Critical Thinking

Students will:

1. explore various theoretical ideas on peace and nonviolence.

2. analyze their own ideas and their own values as they relate to the skills and processes of building peace.

3. identify and analyze issues, including some of the root causes of war and violence.

4. identify and analyze issues relating to peacebuilding and gender. 

5. analyze theoretical solutions to the problems of war and violence and their own role in contributing to peace. 

6. come to an understanding of the inter-relationships of peace, social justice and environmental sustainability. 

Research/Scholarship

Students will:

1. demonstrate research skills through an inquiry based project. 

2. Locate and use a variety of scholarly material, together with the use of oral interviewing.

3. demonstrate an effective and appropriate use of internet based research

4. effectively synthesize and analyze the research material and demonstrate an awareness of the appropriate need for further inquiry.

5. understand the unique nature of scholarly and peer-reviewed material.

6. demonstrate academic integrity in research and writing.

Class Agenda for Seven Class Units (Prime Time Program)

I.  Introduction to Course

Conceptions of Peace and Peace Culture

Reading (s) 

Cultures of Peace, Introduction, parts 1 and 2. 

CPNN web site

In-class exercise on conceptions of peace and peace cultures


Identification on peacemakers in our communities

II. Why is There War and Theories About What to Do About It

Issues of Structural Violence

Current “War” on Terrorism

Reading(s)

The Seville Statement on Violence (on-line)

Hand-out on reading by theorist Johan Galtung

Various hand-outs on theories of war and violence

Women and War, Introduction

Short paper due on identifying a peacemaker

III. Nonviolence in Theory and Practice

Reading(s)

Nonviolence in Theory and Practice, Parts 1, 2 and 4

Walter Wink essay (s) on Nonviolence in action

In-class exercises on nonviolent communication

Journal  due on my patterns of communication and conflict resolution

IV. Women, Peace and Nonviolence

Discussion of Final class research project/identification of interviewee

Reading(s)

Nonviolence in Theory and Practice, Part 3

Excerpts from Women on War, Parts 1 and 2

Hand-out from Reardon’s Education for Peace from a Gender Perspective

In-class role plays on interviewing

Assignment due-short article submitted to CPNN on-line


In-class sharing

V. Are Women Superior at Doing Peace?

Reading(s)

Women on War, Part 3

Hand-out-chapter from instructor’s biography of Elise Boulding on theories of women and peace and chapter from instructor’s book Peace Education

Hand-outs on short bios of women: Jane Addams, Bertha Von Suttner, Pauline Lang, Millie Charles and others

Paper due on web searches: Security Council Resolution 1325; UNIFEM, 1000 Women for Peace

In-class sharing of web searches  

Showing of film: “Peace by Peace: Women on the Frontlines”

VI. Hope for the Future

Class to be Held at Pax Educare, the Connecticut Center for Peace Education, in Hartford, where the instructor is the director. Students will spend time browsing the rich array of resources available in print and on-line. 

Guest speaker to join us. 

Reading(s)

Cultures of Peace, Part 3

Women on War, Part 4

Pax Educare web site

Readings on imaging and futures

Discussion of progress on final research/interviewing project and bibliography

In-class sharing of Pax Educare web search-a favorite resource

VII. Final Class

Class Presentations on Research/Interview Project

Paper due, including bibliography

Bibliography

Conceptions of Peace/Conceptions of Violence/ Root Causes of Violence 

Cultures of Peace,(Boulding)

Seville Statement on Violence

Psychology for Peace Activists(Adams, David)-also Culture of Peace News Network Web site-www.cpnn.org

“Evolution, Males and Violence”.The Chronicle of Higher Education (Barash, David)

Gender Gap:the biology of male-female differences (David Barash and Judith Eve Lipton) Transaction Books, 2002. 

Violence as Public Entertainment (Sissela Bok); Mayhem: Violence as Pubic Entertainment, Perseus Books, Reading,MA, 1998

National Television Violence Study (Center for Communication and Social Policy: University of California at Santa Barbara (eds). Sage, 1998 

Peace Education (Harris and Morrison)

Religious and Historical Concepts of War and Peace

A Peace Reader (Fahey/Armstrong)

A Strategy for Peace (Bok)

Peace Education (Harris, Morrison)

The Military Defense Establishment 

A Peace Reader (Fahey and Armstrong)

Cultures of Peace, Boulding

New book by Helen Caldicott

Civilian-Based Defense; a post military weapons system (Gene Sharp)-Princeton University Press, 1989

Abolishing War (Boulding and Forsberg) 

Cultures of Peace/.Sustainability

“A New Vision of Peace for the 21sst Century” (David Adams); Journal of the Nuclear Age Foundation, Spring, 1999, p.4-5.

Cultures of Peace (Boulding)

Small Wonder (Kingsolver)

The Dream of the Earth  (Berry)

Resource Wars: the new landscape of global conflict (Klare-NY; Metropolitan Books)

World Order and the United Nations System

Briefing Book on Peacekeeping (Council for a Livable World Education Fund, 1994, Washington D.C.)

A Peace Reader (Fahey/Armstrong)

Cultures of Peace (Boulding)

UN Web site

Citizenship and Grass-Roots Movements-Nongovernmental Organizations

Building a Global Civic Culture (Boulding)

Cultures of Peace (Boulding)

Various NGO web sites

Peace Education (Harris/Morrison)

Creative Conflict Resolution and Cross-Cultural Communication

A Peace Reader (Fahey/Armstrong)

Building Peace (Lederach)

Getting to Peace: transfusing conflict at home, at work and in the world (Ury)

Women and Peace

Cultures of Peace (Boulding);

“Feminist Inventions in the Art of Peacemaking” (Boulding)

 Peace Education (Harris, Morrison)

Peacework: oral histories of women peace activists(Adams, J.P.-1990)

All Her Paths to Peace;women pioneers in peacemaking (Henderson, M.1994-Kumarian)

Education for A Culture of Peace in a Gender Perspective (Reardon)

A Peace Reader (Fahey/Armstrong)

Peacework:oral histories of women peace activists (Adams-Boston:Twayne)

Families and Peace

Ordinary People: family life and global values, Michael True;

 Cultures of Peace,Elise Boulding;

 Peace Education (Harris, Morrison)

One Small Plot of Heaven (Boulding)

Families as Educators for Global Citizenship (Myers-Walls, Somlai, and Rapoport; Ashgate Publishing; www.ashgate.com)

The Movement Toward Restorative Justice

Cultures of Peace (Boulding)

The Spiritual Roots of Restorative Justice (Hadley, M.L 2001-Suny Albany)

Nonviolence
“Letter from a Birmingham Jail” (Martin Luther King, Jr.)

Civil Disobedience (Thoreau)

Tolstoy

A Force More Powerful (Ackerman and Duvall-2000)

Nonviolence in America: a documentary history (Lynd and Lynd-1995-Maryknoll)

A Peace Reader (Fahey/Armstrong)

John Woolman: A Nonviolence and Social Change Source Book (Olmsted and Heller)

Subverting Hatred: the Challenge of Nonviolence in Religious Traditions (Smith-Christopher)

Engaging the Powers (Wink)

Peace is the Way (Wink)

Imaging Peace: The Futures Movement

Futures Education;world yearbook of Education (David Hicks and Richard Slaughter eds); soon to be published
Education Beyond Violent Futures (Hutchinson)

A Peace Reader (Fahey/Armstrong)

Other General Texts

Introduction to Peace Studies (Barish-1991-Wadsworth Publishing)

A Reader in Peace Studies (Smoker)

