Educational Foundations 415

Mondays 1-3:40

Mary Lee Morrison Ph.D.

morrisonmal@ccsu.edu
Office-264 by appointment  231-0445

Texts:

Ayers, William. Teaching Toward Freedom: Moral Commitment and Ethical Action in the Classroom, Beacon Press 2004

Boulding, Elise. Building a Global Civic Culture: Education for an Interdependent World, Syracuse University, 1990

Noddings, Nell. Educating Citizens for Global Awareness, Teachers College Press, 2005.

Sizer, Theodore. Horace’s Compromise: The Dilemma of the American High School, Mariner Books, 2004

Overview of Class

In this course we will be looking at education in its broadest contexts, from a humanities perspective, and we will be analyzing educational issues from the perspective of a philosopher, historian, sociologist, political scientist and sociologist. Foundations is just that, providing teachers and teacher trainees grounding in a social science perspective, studying issues affecting schools, schooling and education.  Because we are increasingly living and working in a global society, we will be including issues related to teaching in an increasingly interdependent world. In addition to other material covered in the course, we will be seeking to answer the following:

· What is the purpose of education?

· What is the purpose of schooling?

· What constitutes an “educated person?”

· What is most important about the role of a teacher?

· How does the role of a teacher interact with school structures?

· What is my philosophy of education?

·  What are some important milestones in the history of U.S. education?

· What are current issues in education?

· What does it mean to teach in an increasingly interdependent world?

Through text and other reading, lectures and class discussions, we will examine these queries with a view toward your gaining clarity of your own role in the classroom, based on the beginnings of formulating your own philosophy of education. We will see that, though Foundations of Education represents all of the disciplines mentioned, in reality all of them are interwoven, making a tapestry that will provides the “carpet”, if you will, both for our discussions and for your future learning. Requirements include: 

· Timely arrival and active participation in discussions based on your preparation for class 10%

· A mid-term exam covering text material, lectures and discussions 20%

· Legislative Investigation Assignment 15%

· 3 journal entries, response papers, spaced throughout the semester, on the readings 15%

·  Final research project/annotated bibliography on a topic of 

 choice 25%

· Presentation of research-poster session 15%

Total of 40%

It will be to your considerable advantage if  all written work conforms to the highest standards of grammar, spelling and sentence structure. 

Class Calendar

January 23

Class Introduction




Overview of Foundations of Education

January 30

Purposes of Education and Schooling

February 6
Ayers Introduction and 1-66; Boulding Prologue and 75-94: Noddings 107-122


We will complete the Portfolio of Global Experience (Boulding Appendix 1)

February 13

The Ideal of the Educated Person

February 27

Boulding 95-117 (Ch.6); Dewey reading 

http://www.infed.org/archives/e-texts/e-dew-pc.htm 

http://www.infed.org/thinkers/et-dewey.htm 

First Response Paper due

March 6

The Role of the Teacher in An Increasingly

Interdependent World

March 13

Ayers 67-162; Noddings 93-106; Sizer 154-171 

(Chapter 2) and 180-194 (Chapter 5)

March 27

Mid-Term Exam




History of Education




Sadovnik Reading (hand-out)

April 3

History of Education




History of Public Education in Connecticut




Web reading http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1981/cthistory/81.ch.02.x.html


In-class exercises from reading




2nd Response paper due




Topic Due for Final Research Project




Visit to library 2nd half of class

April 10

Legislative Research/Current Issues in Schooling

April 17

Class presentations (both days)

April 24 

School Structures and School Reform


May 1
Sizer Preface, Introduction, Prologue, 25-40; 71-98; 131-142; 205-237

Annotated bibliography due for final project

Guest speaker (s)

May 8


Education for Global Leadership




Boulding 3-16 (Chapter 1), 75-94 (Chapter 5), 




Epilogue;

Noddings Forward, Preface, Introduction, 




22-40 (Chapter 1), 69-81 (Chapter 4), Conclusion




3rd Response Paper due

May 15

Final Class




Presentations on research (poster sessions)

Some Thoughts on Grading

The following are offered to you for your review. Remember that classroom performance is a combination of both motivation and your own talents and creative abilities. Motivation is indicated by punctuality, attitude, curiosity, effort put into assignments and classroom preparation. 

I note for you here some differences in behavioral expectations between a grade of “A” and a “C”.  Remember a “C” indicates average performance. A “B” is a perfectly respectable grade and an “A” indicates superior effort and performance.



A





C

	Organization-highly organized and completes assignments on time
	Waits until the last minute for assignments; occasionally comes to class unprepared

	Attendance-never misses a class; if an emergency arises, calls the professor to explain before the class
	Misses some classes and is sometimes late

	Attitude-shows consistent initiative; does more than the required work
	Never does more than required and does not show initiative very often

	Writing-writing is organized and detailed, using the highest standards of grammar, sentence structure and spelling; work is checked and rechecked before handing in; all papers are handed in on time
	Writing lacks some organization and precision; written work may require a second reading by professor to comprehend meaning; some errors in organization, grammar, sentence structure and/or spelling 

	Curiosity-maintains a high level of interest in class indicated by questions and comments on the material discussed
	Participates either without enthusiasm or with little or no verbal interaction; lack of interest in subject matter

	Performance-obtains the highest scores on all assignments; budgets time to insure assignments are in on time and therefore anxiety is reduced due to last-minute cramming 
	Mediocre and/or inconsistent scores on assignments; difficulty budgeting time; may wait until the last minute for assignments; answers in class and on tests indicate a lack of in-depth understanding of the material

	Preparation-is always prepared for class and responds if called upon; frequently comments during class discussions; good attention to detail and may even catch instructor errors in material covered
	Inconsistently prepared for class; may not fully understand the readings and have read them quickly; does not participate fully in class discussions

	Retention-learns concepts rather than memorizing details; connects past and present learning
	Focuses on memorizing details; crams for tests and does assignments at the last minute and therefore may not retain the material

	Time-maintains a fixed study schedule; regularly prepare for class; averages at least 2 hours of study for every hour in class; reviews textual material after careful reading, using a  highlighter or other underliner; jots comments and questions
	Studies only under pressure; dos not often review assignments;  averages less than 2 hours of study for every hour in class; crams for exams and assignments


Adapted from “Standards, Assessment and Testing Committee”, Dr. P. Solomon and “Clarifying Grade Expectations”, John H. Williams in “The Teaching Professor”, August-September 1993. 

The Grade I will strive for this semester is ________________________________________

I will do the following to insure this________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Criteria for Written Work

Your first response paper may be re-written, either at your request or mine. Subsequent assignments will be due with no re-writes on the assigned date. It is suggested that you begin your written work with an outline (for your own use, to help you organize your thoughts). It is also suggested that you read your final work aloud to yourself and/or to someone else to insure the paper flows in an easy, comprehensible style. Check and recheck your work for accurate spelling, sentence structure, grammar and syntax.  


A




C


D-F

	Fluidity and Clarity- smooth and clear reading; ideas clearly communicated
	Professor must read paper more than once for meaning and comprehension; some ideas may not be clear
	Paper does not flow at all; ideas obscure

	Organization-paper is tightly organized; the main idea is stated in an introduction that advances the central idea of the paper; topical sentences introduce each paragraph and unify the paper; a conclusion summarizes results and may point to future research or ideas
	Some lack of organization; main ideas may be somewhat obscure; some topical sentences may be unclear; some lack of unity in overall content; conclusion may be weak
	Paper is poorly organized; poorly formed ideas; introduction lacks organization or is absent; few or no topical sentences; no conclusion

	Elaboration-ideas presented are fully developed and supported
	Lack of consistency in elaboration and support of ideas
	Ideas poorly presented and little development

	Analysis-skilled and in-depth analysis of the subject matter; sources reflect credibility; the writer uses only his/her wording unless quotations used are cited
	Some inconsistency in depth of analysis; some quotation marks may be missing
	Plagiarism of others’ work; lack of citation of others’ scholarship and writing;  poor overall analysis of ideas

	Research-appropriate citations are used; using APA style
	Some inconsistency in citations and/or style of citation
	No sources cited 

	Vocabulary-reflects a correct choice of words; college level vocabulary used
	Some word misused; lack of consistent use of college-level vocabulary
	Poor choice of words; poor vocabulary

	Mechanics-highest level of spelling, capitalization, punctuation, verb tense and subject-verb agreement; no sentence fragments or run-on sentences
	Some mechanical errors; more than 3-4 in a 1-2 page paper
	Poor mechanics; poor sentence structure and grammar


Response Papers (2-3 pages in length)

Each paper 5% (3 total)

These assignments are an integration of the textual reading you have done together with your own analysis and thoughts on what you have read. In a two-three page paper:

· Summarize what you believe that each author is saying about major issues relating to or in general about education and/or schooling (no more than a paragraph for each author). Include all of the reading up to the due date for the assignment.

· What are some similarities in the ideas of the various authors?

· What are some differences?

· With what do you agree that you have read? Expand on this a bit. 

· With what do you disagree? Why?

· List some things in the readings that you feel may influence your own evolving philosophy of education…this might include things with which you agree or it might be things with which you disagree. 

Due dates: February 27, April 3,  May 8

A re-write will be acceptable for the first paper either at your request or mine. The deadline for a re-write will be March 13. 

