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Course Objectives:

1. Students will gain a deeper understanding of the following concepts: the Earth Charter, peace, cultures of peace, human rights, ecological sustainability and global humanitarian intervention. Students will deepen their understanding of the relationship of these concepts to cultural/global social issues.

2. Students will gain a critical understanding of various organizations whose mission is to work for global welfare and peace, including local grass-roots groups, the various agencies of the United Nations and NGOs. 

3. Students will understand and analyze the interrelationships between local peace and global peace and service work.

4. Students will gain an appreciation for the importance of individual and community interventions for building cultures of peace and create and analyze their own potential role in working for social change..

5. Students will vision ideas for a more peaceful and just world, with steps toward action on an individual and community level.

Text: Emma’s War: An Aid Worker, A Warlord, Radical Islam, and the Politics of Oil-A True Story of Love and Death in Sudan, by Deborah Scroggins. Pantheon Books, NY: 2002. 


Please read the text with the following queries in mind:

1. How does the story of Emma highlight issues of global humanitarian intervention in the Sudan?

2. What relationship do issues of post-colonialism play in the ongoing struggles portrayed in the story?

3. What part does oil play in the politics of the humanitarian enterprise as well as that of the country and its surrounding neighbors?

4. What are some of the interrelationships between the UN agencies and the private aid groups, as well as their missions, that contribute to the complexities of the political/cultural and social situation?

Please have the text read by the beginning of the course. On Wednesday, we will be sharing short oral reports on our experiences of the reading

Web Sites:

1. The Earth Charter: www.earthcharter.org
2. Culture of Peace News Network www.cpnn-usa.org
3. Tufts University Humanitarian and War Project: www.hwproject.tufts.edu/
4. Reuters Alertnet:  www.alertnet.org/
5. Peace x Peace: www.peacexpeace.org 

Monday, January 10

Overview of the Course, the Culture of Peace; the Earth Charter, and the Culture of Peace News project.  Viewing of the film “Peace by Peace: Women on the Frontlines”.  First assignment due. Instructions for additional assignments.

Assignment 1 due today:  1-2 page reaction paper to one of the web sites visited or an associated link. Include several things you learned that you did not already know, why these items interested you, and how you believe what you learned can contribute to your work in  helping to build a more peaceful world. We will share these briefly in class.

Tuesday, January 11

Role of grass-roots efforts and NGOs in building justice, peace and global security. Dr. Morrison will share her recent experiences on a service project in Costa Rica. Issues associated with global trade will be highlighted. Visit to La Paloma Sabanera café in Hartford, to hear owner Luis Edgardo Cotto speak of his vision and his work, including the history and influence of the Puerto Rican migration in Hartford. www.lapalomasabanera.com 

Wednesday, January 12

Discussion of the text. Short oral reporting on the readings. Visit from Christopher Allen Doucot of the Hartford Catholic Worker Hospitality House, recently returned from Sudan on a humanitarian mission. 

http://www.homestead.com/homefront/catholicworker.html
Thursday, January 13

Focus on the African Great Lakes Region; visit with Ray Boucher who has been working in peacebuilding in several countries of the region. Viewing of portions of films on  the recent genocide and on the Gacaca process of reconciliation in the Great Lakes region. 

Friday, January 14

Focus on Uganda. Visit with Elizabeth Nabateesa-Nabeta, founder and president of the Ugandan American Nakuwadde Mission Project, Inc. Class will be held at Dr. Morrison’s home, near the college, sharing in a traditional African meal. 

Saturday, January 15

Cultures of Peace and the Culture of Peace News Network. Visit with Dr. David Adams, founder of CPNN. Class will be held at the computer lab of SJC. Final project will be written contributions to CPNN, based on various aspects of the learning throughout the week.  

